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A newsletter and special update
for the Alumni, Parents, and Friends of
École Notre Dame des Victoires
Fall/Winter 2020

Adapting in Unprecedented Times

School News
Letter from the Principal
Dear NDV Community Members,
I hope you, your family, and loved ones have been and continue to be blessed with good health
through these unpredictable and often turbulent times. Despite the many things happening in our
state, country, and world, NDV remains a strong community in every way. I am so proud of the staff,
parents, and students who have continued to support one another through the many transitions we
have had to make. It is an honor to serve current NDV students who are learning at home and at school
and we are praying for the day when we can all be together in person once more.
NDV has been blessed by generous grant awards from the Louise M. Davies Foundation in May,
2020 and the Outrageous Foundation in September, 2020 that were used for tuition shortfalls and
unforeseen operational expenses due to the pandemic shutdown. The outpouring of support from our
friends and alumni has been overwhelming and greatly appreciated. Thank you so much for keeping
us in your thoughts and prayers and for reaching out to us to offer practical support!
The City of San Francisco has done an incredible job of slowing the spread of COVID19 in our city,
however, many of the mandatory precautions and program closures have impacted our budget. For the first time in many years, NDV
is projecting a budget deficit due to the inability to host Fall extracurricular and after school programs.
Now, more than ever, we hope that your support will continue this year through the Les Amis de NDV Campaign as we participate for
the first time in National Giving Day on December 1, 2020. Giving Day for NDV will be an extension of the Les Amis campaign and
our goal is to raise funds for teacher scholarships, security, air conditioning, and technology. We hope that you will share this news with
friends and family so that our 1st Annual Les Amis de NDV Giving Day is a success!
Thank you again.
Meilleurs Voeux,
Sarah Currier

Letter from the Alumni Director
Greetings Alumni and and Friends of NDV,
I hope you and your families are staying healthy and safe as we approach the holidays.
Like most schools in the Bay Area, NDV started the school year with distance learning. As of October
20th, NDV transitioned to a hybrid teaching model offering students the option to continue distance
learning until Christmas vacation, or attend in-person classes at school for half day. This is not school
as we remember it; this is COVID school, which means that everyone is socially distant, wearing masks
and shields at all times, and following the everchanging protocols mandated by the Centers for Disease
Control and the SF Department of Public Health. The teachers are working hard to create a successful
learning environment that works for students learning at school and at home.
Despite the challenges, NDV's students and parents are adapting to the times with enthusiasm and
ingenuity. The traditional Fall events - Family Picnic, Book Fair, and Halloween Carnival - were
reimagined virtually and everyone enjoyed the festivities!
I am happy to report alumni reunions are also adapting to the times. The Class of 1983 successfully
organized a reunion over Zoom and there were 14 attendees who enjoyed connecting and reminiscing and best of all, no masks were
required! Some classmates from the Class of 1985 have also been connecting over Zoom since the start of the pandemic. Granted, it's
not the same as enjoying each other's company in person, or having a great meal together, but it is a safe and fun way to stay connected
with each other. If you wish to organize a reunion, let me know how I can help you.
And finally, thank you for your continued generous support of NDV. Through your contributions, students are benefitting in so many
ways: the schoolyard looks amazing, half of the classrooms have air conditioning, and technology hardware is being updated. All of
these improvements could not have been done without your support and generosity.
My warmest wishes to you and your families for a wonderful holiday season.
Meilleurs Voeux,
Bernadette Lorda
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SchoolNews
Starting the School Year
During a Pandemic
In late July, the Archdiocese of San Francisco informed the
principals of local Catholic schools they would observe
the 14-day watch list guidelines for reopening issued by
Governor Newsom, and it was decided the 2020-2021 school
year would begin with distance learning.
Since NDV developed an excellent distance learning program
in the spring that families were happy with, the teachers
refined the curriculum for the start of the new school year. Plans got underway
to gather school supplies and materials for parent/student pickup days before
the first day of class on August 20th. Teachers were busy finding creative ways
to welcome their students and families. Many teachers sent friendly personal
notes to their students. Others created a video to say “hello” with a short
introduction and tour of their personal workspaces. Everyone was intent on
launching this unusual school year with fortitude and enthusiasm!
In mid-September, the California Department of Public Health issued new guidelines
for reopening. In preparation, NDV sent a survey to NDV families and staff to
ascertain how many people were ready to attend school in-person, how many
preferred a hybrid model, and how many felt safer continuing with distance learning.
The results of the family survey indicated that 55% of families were ready for inperson school, 26% preferred a hybrid model, and 20% wished to continue distance
learning.
The process of reopening the school involved many
steps: submitting a letter of intent and application to the
San Francisco Department of Public Health (SFDPH),
scheduling a site visit with several city inspectors and
ultimately getting approval from the SFDPH and the
Archdiocese to reopen on October 20, 2020.
Families planning to return to school were asked to make
a commitment to follow NDV’s Infection Mitigation and
Reopening plan (located on the NDV Family Distance
Learning website). On Thursday, October 20th, NDV
reopened its doors to welcome 46 students in grades TK through 2nd grade.
According to the SFDPH, a minimum of two weeks is required between gradeband openings, Grades 3-5 in-person students returned on Thursday, November
5th, and the middle school in-person students will start on Monday, November
30th. The remaining students will continue to distance learn through December
18th. Our amazing teachers are working twice as hard to provide a creative
learning environment for all students whether at home or in school! We are
proud to have risen to the many challenges presented by the pandemic.
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School News
Teacher Spotlight:
Mr. Charles
Mr. Charles was born in Manila, Philippines and came to the United States
with his mom, dad and five siblings when he was four years old. He attended
Lowell High School and graduated from San Francisco State University with
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Liberal Arts and a multiple subject credential in
Education. Mr. Charles started his tenure at NDV in 1990 as the Kindergarten
teacher's assistant (for Mrs. Renzie) for two years and later was offered the
position of second grade teacher "during which I grew and thrived for almost
30 years." This school year Mr. Charles is setting out on a new journey as
NDV's main librarian and the Primary grade resource teacher. "I am blessed
and appreciative of the gift of knowing how learning always moves me
forward."
Why did you want to become a teacher?
It was purely serendipity. Back in my university days, my close friend and I
were having lunch one day and commiserating over our current majors. I was
a marketing major and he was into biology.
He was the one who suggested we go into teaching as a "plan B." So after
almost three decades of teaching, I can honestly look back and say my
adventures in education all started on a lark!
You've been a teacher at NDV for 25 years, what would you say is the biggest change since you started in 1990?
The biggest change that I have seen in teaching is the depth of knowledge that both teachers and students have with technology.
When I started out, I was one of the few teachers who was given the opportunity to use a Promethean Board to augment our
learning experiences.
Now that we have everyone on so many devices and platforms it is quite thrilling to see how our community has naturally
embraced the changes in technology.
The beautiful potential that brilliantly shines from each child is one cherished constant that I continue to witness and express
gratitude for.
What made you decide to leave the classroom and become the school librarian?
It was an extremely difficult decision to "move" from my second grade universe.
However, each day, I truly enjoy my new positions as both primary grade resource teacher and librarian since it invites me to
extend my own learning journey.
I believe it was the Spanish artist, Francisco Goya, who expressed it best when he said, Aun aprendo. ~ " Still, I learn."
The bonus is that I am able to teach and serve so many students and staff who help me learn so much!
What are your hopes for the future of NDV?
My hopes for the future of our beloved NDV community are to bless each one of us with continued health and joy-filled days.
What has not changed in my thirty years of delight and awe is that our NDV family continues to strengthen our treasured
relationships.
We continue to connect, support, learn and laugh together in loving ways that are both simultaneously common and profound.
In 2024 our school will have its 100th birthday! As this beautiful day approaches, I can only imagine how wonderful it would
be to see all of our "Dragons" return and gather so that we can all share one more day in celebrating our grand community!
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School News
Teachers’ Corner
Congratulations to our teachers who were
married this summer and fall:
Mika (Cabar) Kelly
(Science Teacher)

Alicia (Scofield) Stellini
(Middle School Math and 7th Grade Homeroom Teacher)

Jackie (Emmerich) Amil
(5th Grade Homeroom Teacher)

Best wishes to “new” mom, Morgan Sweeney
(Resource Teacher/Curriculum Coordinator)

Félicitations to our French (TK-3) teacher, Marie Picard, who
was recognized as a hospitalière for her five years of volunteer
service at the sanctuary of Lourdes, France. During these years,
Marie has served at the Saint John the Baptist baths where
volunteers accompany the sick and others on their pilgrimage to
receive the message of the Blessed Mother.

4

School News
NDV’s Fall Events Adapting With
Amazing Ingenuity!
The Back-to-School Family Picnic: Families submitted a group photo
along with the names of all family members and these photos were
transformed into an entertaining slideshow with French bistro music
playing in the background. On the day of the picnic, families enjoyed
delicious food at home from specially prepared meal kits while getting
(re)acquainted with the NDV families appearing in the slideshow!

The Book Fair took place in early October in partnership with
local bookseller, Books Inc. Under the direction of three very
creative parents, the new Book Fair website featured a robust catalog
(catalogue?) of titles to browse or shop for readers of all ages. There
were many activities to encourage the love of reading in our students,
including a Zoom meeting with a French author in Paris, a favorite
book character dress-up day, and storytelling.
This year’s virtual Halloween Carnival offered students the
opportunity to participate from home in costume and dessert
contests, bingo games, craft projects and dance parties. Instead of
the traditional Haunted House, several 8th grade families decorated
their homes with outdoor spooky scenes and created a fun scavenger
hunt across San Francisco for TK – 2nd grade families to enjoy. The
Halloween Carnival was a huge success!

The 70th Annual Bal de Paris was held virtually on Saturday, November
7th. This year the theme was a virtual voyage inspired by the novels of
renowned French author, Jules Verne. The Bal was a delightful evening
touring the world in 80 days and included all of the familiar activities,
including rafﬂe drawings, live and silent auctions, a look back at past
Bals, and dancing. Merci beaucoup to the organizers and supporters who
helped us continue this grand tradition at NDV!
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Alumni News
Alumni Donors

J. Karen Lassegues, in memory of her
husband Jean Lassegues ’57 GS

Denise Ryan (Casanave) ’52 GS, ’56 HS

Nancy Sivy ’56 HS in memory of Terry
Vella Hancock ’56 HS

Denise Repetto Branch ’61 GS, ’65 HS in
memory of Otto Stillwachs
Rosalia Taylor (Beronio) ’59 GS in
memory of Marcia Alvarez ’59 GS

Denise Ruggeri ’64 HS in memory of
Yvon M. Soares ’64 HS

Gloria Boyle ’39 GS, ’43 HS
Michele Boyle Turchi ’64 GS, ’69 HS
Maryellen Cull Shapiro ’67 HS
Eldene L. Mortensen ’57 GS, ’61 HS
Jacob Branch ’91 GS

Georgette A. Delclaux ’37 GS, ’41 HS

Nancy Keebler ’64 GS, ’68 HS
Philip Cazahous ’66 GS

Barbara Perkins ’49 GS

HS Class of 1965 in memory of Christine
Groth Mason ’65 HS

Dr. Maurice Growney ’58 GS

Sandra Servadei London ’60 HS

Georgette A. Delclaux ’37 GS, ’41 HS

Irene Melani ’41 GS, ’45 HS

Denise Repetto Branch ’61 GS, ’65 HS in
memory of Maureen MacAllister

Joanne Scott ’59 HS

Joanne Davies Barnes ’52 GS

John Gallo ’58 GS
Mladen Vucicevic ’71 GS

Irene Mametas Poulakidas ’53 GS, ’57
HS in memory of Dimitrios Tsokas

Sue R. Canavan ’50 GS, ’54 HS in
memory of Margaret Taddeucci, wife of
John Taddeucci ’50 GS

Valerie Meehan ’38 GS. ’42 HS

Sue R. Canavan '50 GS, '54 HS in
memory of Barbara Giusti Murphy ’54 HS

Charlene Muscio ’63 GS

Jacklyn A. Cahill ’53 HS

Gerry DeCamp Marotto ’57 GS

Sharon Convery, in memory of Rosemarie
Thompson Convery ’46 HS

Constance Majoy Woodward ’61 GS

Charles J. Savio ’49 GS
Carol A. Drews ’54 HS in memory of
Barbara Giusti Murphy ’54 HS
Barbara Toso (Attabit) ’50 GS, ’54 HS
in memory of Barbara Giusti Murphy
’54 HS
Marilynn A. Donnelly ’56 HS in memory
of Terry Villa Hancock ’56 HS

Renee Michelis Hellman ’75 GS
Joanne Davies Barnes ’52 GS

Ron Giuffre ’58 GS
Carmen Anne Delano (Lugibihl) ’46 GS

Barbara Oden ’49 GS

Heather Littleton ’94 GS
Janet Pellegrini ’62 GS, ’66 HS in honor
of Julia (7th), Jane (5th), and Henry (3rd)
Pellegrini

Remember in
your prayers:
Marcia Alvarez ’59 GS
Rosemary Thompson Convery ’46 HS
Barbara Giusti Murphy ’54 HS
Terry Vella Hancock ’56 HS

Carla Webster (Repetto) ’62 GS, ’66 HS

Christine Groth Mason ’65 HS

Victor Richmond ’47 GS

Helen Rankin ’38 GS, ’42 HS

Marie Laidas Sullivan ’58 GS
Denise Repetto Branch ’61 GS, ’65 HS

Margaret Taddeucci, wife of John Taddeucci
’50 GS

Randy DeVoto ’64 GS

Betty Ann (Sheean) O’Connell ’46 HS

Lucille Toohey ’35 GS, ’39 HS

Father Dennis Steik, SM

Alumni Reunions Adapting
With Exuberance!
Mare Manangan, GS’83, coordinated a Zoom reunion with
14 members of her class and according to Mare, “it was
fantastic! Everyone loved reconnecting and reminiscing.
It was as if no time had passed!”

Katie Carney, HS ’70 and her classmates were planning to have their reunion in May, but it was postponed
because of COVID. Maybe they will be inspired by the Class of '83 and schedule a Zoom reunion!
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Les Amis de NDV 2019-2020
Campaign Update
Thank you for your generous donations to the Les Amis de NDV Campaign.
Your contributions helped NDV with the following projects:
• Completion of the schoolyard renovation project
• Painting of Gymnase Dimitrios Tsokas
• Reflooring and repainting the gym office
• Installation of 3 air conditioning units in Grades 1, 2, and 3.
• Updating the wiring and lighting in the MKG auditorium
• COVID-19 related operational expenses
This year NDV’s important need is to help cover the additional costs of maintaining both a physical and virtual campus as
we begin the safe reopening of the school. In addition, our goal is to continue adding air conditioners to the remaining
5 classrooms. Our campaign goal is to raise $140,000 for the 2020-2021 school year.

Thank you for your continued generous support!

Alumni: Please let us know if you would prefer to receive the Salut! via email
(send an email to Alumni@ndvsf.org). Merci!

