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Welcome to First 
Transitional Kindergarten 

Class of NDV!

Thank you to everyone for your generous contributions to the Les Amis de NDV Annual 
Campaign. The Alumni and Alumni Parents contributions combined were up 215% from the 
previous year. Your continued interest in supporting NDV is vital to the students and the teachers. 
Many important school projects were completed over the summer and will benefit everyone. The 
improvements around the school include the following:

• Schoolyard waterproofing and resurfacing (still in progress)

• Seismically retrofitting the hollow clay tile at the main entrance of the school (649 Pine Street)

• Critical maintenance of electric systems

• Purchasing of classroom materials, furniture  and painting for several classroom moves to accommodate the new TK class 
which is now located in the former Kindergarten classroom

• Transformation of a storage room into a second music studio

NDV’s goal this year is to 
use the funds to continue 
the work of air conditioning 
the classrooms, upgrading 
safety and technology, 
continuing seismic 
retrofitting initiatives, and 
general maintenance of 
the school.

Les Amis 2018-2019 Campaign Update

Les Amis 2018-2019 
Campaign Results
By Phase                  Received

Parent $ 67,147
Staff 2,590
Alumni 70,887
Alumni Parent 6,449
Grandparent 16,760
Church 30,267
Grand Total $195,210
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Dear Alumni, Families and Friends of NDV,
It has been great to hear from so many of you over the last several months and to be witness to your 
outpouring of generosity in support of our schoolyard project. It is still underway, but certainly a 
project we could never have begun without your support! In addition to schoolyard improvements 
we were also able to use Les Amis funds to create a second private music studio, relocate classrooms 
to accommodate our new TK program, seismically retrofit our entryway, and make much needed 
electrical upgrades to our (almost) 100 year old school building!
Our school year is off to an incredible start! We welcomed new staff, families, and students. Most 
notably, the class of 2029 - our first Transitional Kindergarten (TK) class! Ms. Jennifer Carr and her 
aide, Ms. Katie Obell, are doing an incredible job of leading our new program.
This year, our academic theme is Mindset and our community focus is on care for God's creation. As a 
staff, we are studying the impact that a positive mindset has on student learning. We believe that every 
student can grow and thrive and that mistakes are stepping stones to success. The children have really 
embraced this and it is wonderful to see them excel.  The earth is the biggest and most wonderful gift 

God created for us and we have a sacred responsibility to care for it. With great help and support from Frather Juan, our pastor, and Dr. 
Carrie Schroeder, our vice principal, we are now recycling and composting more than ever! As a result, we are producing about 1/4 of 
the garbage per week that we were this time last year!
Merci beaucoup to Bernadette for coordinating the many alumni gatherings that have taken place here over the last several months 
and thank you to all of you who have been able to come! It has been a joy to welcome you home. I look forward to many more alumni 
gatherings here at NDV.
Have a blessed Christmas season,
Sarah Currier
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Letter from the Principal

School News

NDV Family Picnic
A fun-filled Sunday picnic enjoyed by many 

NDV families and a great way to start 
off the new school year! 

Blessing 
of the 
Animals
In celebration of the Feast of St. 
Francis on Friday, October 4th, 
well-mannered family pets were 
invited to the school at morning 
assembly for a blessing from 
Father Juan. 

Dear Alumni,
The 2019-2020 school year is off to an impressive and ambitious start! Inside this edition 
of Salut! you will see pictures of our students engaged in a variety of school activities, from 
the annual family picnic, and the Blessing of the Animals in honor of the Feast of St. Francis, 
to the annual book fair. We have also featured a report on the successful Les Amis de NDV 
2018-2019 Annual Campaign. In addition to our recurring features, the spotlight is on two 
former students: Adrian Buoncristiani, GS 1954 and Jacklyn Cahill, HS 1953. You will enjoy 
hearing about their memories of NDV and how their education shaped their lives.
Since the school year began, I’ve been contacted by many alumni eager to plan their class 
reunions.  It is heartening to hear how many classes have made it a tradition to meet every 
year.  Reunions bring people together to rekindle old friendships, share NDV memories, and 
often result in making new connections. My class recently celebrated our 50th HS reunion 
and there were 15 guests who in some cases hadn’t seen each other in 50 years! At first, I 

wondered if we should have had name tags, but after a few minutes, everyone was at ease and acting like no time had 
passed since our last days together as seniors. We had a blast and spent the afternoon engaged in conversation, reminiscing, 
laughing, and collectively thanking our parents for sending us to NDV.
I’ve also heard from our senior alumni who would like to reconnect with their classmates. In my recent conversation with 
Adrian Buoncristiani, he told me he would love to meet up with his classmates again. His dream of attending a reunion 
inspired our Principal, Sarah Currier, and me to make plans to host an NDV reunion for grammar school and high school 
alumni who graduated in the 1950’s. We are planning this reunion for Sunday, March 22nd starting with a 9:00 a.m. alumni 
mass at NDV church and brunch at 11:00 a.m. in the NDV school auditorium. If you’re in this select group of alumni, please 
mark your calendars!  More details will follow. We can’t wait to see you!
Have a warm and wonderful holiday season!
Bernadette Lorda 

Letter from the Alumni Director

NDV Book Fair 
Partnering this year with Books, Inc. to showcase great 
books for kids and adults. Highlights of the fair included: 
book talks, a reading nook, teacher wishlists, and a 
storybook character free dress day!
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Lorraine Duvall (Haack) ’49GS, ’53 HS
Robert (Bob) Latham ’72 GS
Lorraine Casabonne Lazzarotti ’36 GS, ’40 HS
Robert Joseph Szarnicki, father of 
Anna ’99 GS and Timothy ‘2000 GS
Darlene Rose Piazza (Guevara) ’62 HS
Dot St. Leger Hoelter GS ’46, ’50 HS
Denise Bes Carrade HS ‘45
Timothy John Ware GS ‘77
Diane Dante Sperisen ’46 GS
Cecelia Enright ’40 GS, ’44 HS
Patricia Cleary Lynd ’45 GS, ’49 HS
Maureen Petiti ’62 GS, ’66 HS
Mary Taylor, mother of Bill Taylor ’63 GS
Ann McCabe ’46 GS, ’50 HS
Antoinette Ammiro Dominice ’58 HS
Claire (Fondacabe) Casabonne '35 GS, '39 
HS, mother of Andre '62 GS; Francois '65 GS; 
Raymond '67 GS; Jean Louis '72 GS
Jeannette (Duport) Cornu '65 GS, '69 HS

Kristine Guevara Griffin ’66 HS in memory of Darlene Rose 
Piazza (Guevara) ’61 HS

Carmen A. Delano ’46 GS in memory of Ann Ashburn McCabe 
’46 GS, ’44 HS

Barbara Wiggin ’46 GS, ’50 HS in memory of Dot St. Leger 
Hoelter ’46 GS, ’50 HS, Diane Daube Sperisen ’46 GS, Ann 
McCabe ’46 GS, ’50 HS

Robert Enright in honor of Cecilia Enright ’40 GS, ’44 HS

Janet Lancelotti Pellegrini ’62 GS, ’66 HS in memory of 
Maureen Petiti GS ’62, HS ‘66

Estate of Margot Brogger Richardson ’29 HS

Denise Repetto Branch ’61 GS, ’65 HS in memory of Delores 
and Cristobal Roman

Denise Repetto Branch ’61 GS, ’65 HS in memory of Grant 
Melton

Bill Taylor ’63 GS in memory of his mother, Mary Taylor

Louise Hughes in memory of Raymond Hutton ’44 GS

Louise Hughes in memory of Juliette Puts, mother of Suzanne 
Elicetche ’65 GS, ’69 HS and Robert Puts ’67 GS

Louise Hughes in memory of Claire Casabonne ’35 GS, ’39 HS

Louise Hughes in memory of Paul Domergue ’47 GS

Louise Hughes in memory of Alfred Almas, husband of Jennette 
Perez Almas ’46 GS, ’50 HS

James Field ’58 GS in memory of Angela Field

Michelle and Dennis Trimble in memory of Denise Bes Carrade 
’45 HS

Sharon Convery in memory of Rosemarie Thompson Convery 
’46 HS

Joan Hutton ’49 HS in memory of Ray Hutton ’45 GS

Marie-Therese Denning in memory of Dorothy St. Leger Hoelter 
’46 GS, ’50 HS

Marion T. Williams in memory of Dorothy St. Leger Hoelter ’46 
GS, ’50 HS

Claudine Garrigues in memory of Albert Garrigues ’47 GS; Paul 
Domergue ’47 GS, Jeannette Domergue Grialou ’44 GS, ’48 HS

Carmen A. Delano ’46 GS in memory of Dorothy St. Leger 
Hoelter ’46 GS ’50 HS

Irene Melani ’41 GS, ’45 HS

Clare J. Haag ’51 GS,  ’55 HS in memory of Claire ’35 GS, ’39 
HS and Fern Casabonne  

Clare J. Haag ’51 GS,  ’55 HS in memory of Honorutha Finn 
Corbett ’51 GS

George Michel ’53 GS in memory of Margaret Mitchell Zipse 
’37 GS, ’47 HS; Elizabeth Mitchell Delong ’43 GS, ’47 HS; 
Robert August Mitchell ’51 GS

Remembrances:

Alumni Donors

The 69th Annual Bal de Paris: 
"Cirque Magnifique" at the Ritz 
  - the most spectacular evening of the year!!!

Reunions HS Class of 1957
Saturday, September 28 at John’s Grill in SF

HS Class 
of 1969
Sunday, October 27 
at Café Bastille in SF

Upcoming 
Reunion 

HS Class of 1970

Notre Dame des Victoires 
Extension Program (NDVEP)
The NDVEP and the Junior High Afterschool Program are extensions of 
the academic school day. The Program Director, Mrs. Maria Hoyt, has 
been involved in the popular afterschool program in various roles for 35 
years with the help of the lead teacher, Mrs. Julia Villasenor. Each day 
at dismissal, students enrolled in NDVEP have the opportunity to stay 
at school and work on their homework in Study Hall, engage in free 
playtime, attend extracurricular workshops, study or do independent 
reading or art projects. Healthy snacks are provided 
daily in the café where the older students work with the 
volunteer cooks to help serve snacks to the children. 
There is a separate tuition for enrollment in NDVEP, and 
a 10% discount is offered for siblings.

Two generations of Bal Chairs: 
Gloria Boyle, Chair of 1956,  

Julie Arnold and 
Connie Foppiano, 
Co-Chairs of 2019

8th 
grade 
moms

2nd 
grade 
dads
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Adrian’s career in sports started when he was in the 6th grade playing 
on the CYO team for NDV. When they won the championship that 
year, he thought for the first time that he may have some talent 
in sports!  He was an Italian kid from North Beach and his first 
language when he started school was Italian! According to Adrian, 
the nuns and the priests were tough at NDV, and there was a lot of 
discipline. “You were expected to work hard, and eventually you 
knew it would pay off.” Adrian attended S.I. where he continued 
to play basketball and track. Not one to toot his own horn, Adrian 
was elected president of his class every year, and in his senior 
year he was elected student body president. He attended college 
at Santa Clara University and later attended Cal Poly where he 
received MS and MA graduate degrees. He started his coaching 
career at the high school level in Southern California. He became 
a college assistant at UC Santa Barbara and later hired as the head 
coach for six seasons at Gonzaga University. After his successful 
teaching and coaching career, he switched from academia to 
corporate and was hired as the western regional manager for 
Converse shoes for 12 years, and the western regional manager for 
Champion Sportswear for five years. Adrian returned to coaching 
basketball at Galena high school for 8 years.  He is currently retired 
and living in Carson City, Nevada.

What are your fondest memories of NDV?

My career in sports was inspired by winning 
CYO. basketball championships and football games 
against other grammar schools in the city. Also, the 
camaraderie that I had with all my classmates and 
mentors, some of whom are still very good friends 
today. 

How did your time at NDV inform the person you 
are today?

At NDV I learned the importance of discipline, 
order, perseverance, and curriculum. I was also 
fortunate to have older mentors who inspired me, 
i.e. Rudy Zannini (GS ’47) went to S.I. and played 
on the national championship team at U.S.F., he 
was one of my coaches at NDV. Bernie Simpson 
(GS ’50), was another mentor and he went to S.I., 
and then played on two National championship 
teams at CAL in basketball and baseball. Another 
basketball player from NDV who ended up as the 
head coach at USF was Dan Belluomini (GS’55). 

How do you use what you learned at NDV now? Are there any 
aspects of your NDV education that you use in particular?

“Never do tomorrow what can be done today” was often repeated 
by the nuns, as well as to be respectful of everyone. This advice I 
think helped me throughout my education and professional life.

Did the time you spent studying the French language and culture 
have a lasting effect on you? 

The discipline of learning the French language and grammar in my 
early years had a big effect on my persevering my studies at S.I., 
Santa Clara, and Cal Poly.

If you have any other thoughts to share about your NDV 
experience, feel free to share them

I was a ragamuffin out of North Beach, first generation born in 
the U.S., and no telling how I would have turned out had it not 
been for NDV. We had very strict nuns from Kindergarten through 
Eighth grade, yet they really cared about each and every one of us. I 
will always remember Father Marquis, Mr. Demyer, Father LeBian, 
Mrs. Ryan, my friends, mentors, and the nuns.

“It all started at NDV!” 
Adrian Buoncristiani, GS Class of 1954

Fondest Memories of NDV - 
Jacklyn Cahill, HS Class of 1953

I did not go to NDV grammar school but 
rather to its then existing sister school in 
the Bayview, St. Joan of Arc, staffed by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange and Marist 
priests. We had daily French lessons and 
French acculturation - "Chaque homme 
a deux pays, le sien et La France" - a 
memory that resonates with me  all these 
many years later.

NDV always made me feel very special 
– the French, the downtown location, 
feeling so sophisticated riding the cable 
car to school, having afterschool snacks 
at Normandy Lane or Townsends – but 
most of all because of all the individual 
attention from the nuns. And the time 
spent learning the French language and 
culture has had a lasting effect on me.

How did NDV inform me today?

Certainly my early education, strengthened by my high school years at NDV, opened the world to me. And from early on, I was 
determined to experience it – and I did. In late ’58, after four years at Cal, I joined the U.S. Department of State Foreign Service and 
for the next 30 years had assignments in Tokyo, Bangkok, Brussels, Bangkok again, Washington, with two years on the Hill working 
for the then senior senator from New York, Sen. Jacob Javits. Then back to the State Dept. where I worked for both the Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary of State.

Then came the culmination of all I learned at NDV – four glorious years at the U.S. Embassy in Paris (’78-’82), followed by an 
assignment to D.C. as officer-in-charge of French affairs. The work was hard. We didn’t have bilateral relations with France – rather 
multilateral ones, as France was involved in everything the US did. But it was intellectually rewarding. Finally, I ended my FS career 
by serving for four years as U.S. Consul in Oporto, Portugal’s second city. I retired from Oporto and returned to San Francisco. 
Reconnecting with NDV, church and school thru Salut! and several school related activities gave me a sense of community and 
helped reconnect me with life in SF.

Finally, I’ll close with a very favorite NDV memory – a story I love to tell. I’ve mentioned the feeling of individual attention. The 
nuns knew you sometimes better than you knew yourself. Senior year there was an effort to persuade us to go to one of the women’s 
Catholic colleges in the area. I knew I wanted to go to Cal, even with the implied threat of losing my immortal soul. So to hide my 
intentions, I did all the “right” things – applied to Lone Mountain, visited Notre Dame in Belmont. But the deadline for applying 
to Cal was at hand and screwing up my courage, expecting a good lecture and/or tongue lashing, I approached the principal and 
timidly asked that my transcript be sent to Cal. She looked at me and said “Yes, that’s what I thought you had in mind.” Not another 
word! She walked back to her office and sent my transcript to Cal. I still get a kick out of this memory. I thought I’d been so clever, 
but then, didn’t we all think we were clever at 17?

God Bless You All!
Thank You
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staff, we are studying the impact that a positive mindset has on student learning. We believe that every 
student can grow and thrive and that mistakes are stepping stones to success. The children have really 
embraced this and it is wonderful to see them excel.  The earth is the biggest and most wonderful gift 

God created for us and we have a sacred responsibility to care for it. With great help and support from Frather Juan, our pastor, and Dr. 
Carrie Schroeder, our vice principal, we are now recycling and composting more than ever! As a result, we are producing about 1/4 of 
the garbage per week that we were this time last year!
Merci beaucoup to Bernadette for coordinating the many alumni gatherings that have taken place here over the last several months 
and thank you to all of you who have been able to come! It has been a joy to welcome you home. I look forward to many more alumni 
gatherings here at NDV.
Have a blessed Christmas season,
Sarah Currier
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School News

NDV Family Picnic
A fun-filled Sunday picnic enjoyed by many 

NDV families and a great way to start 
off the new school year! 

Blessing 
of the 
Animals
In celebration of the Feast of St. 
Francis on Friday, October 4th, 
well-mannered family pets were 
invited to the school at morning 
assembly for a blessing from 
Father Juan. 

Dear Alumni,
The 2019-2020 school year is off to an impressive and ambitious start! Inside this edition 
of Salut! you will see pictures of our students engaged in a variety of school activities, from 
the annual family picnic, and the Blessing of the Animals in honor of the Feast of St. Francis, 
to the annual book fair. We have also featured a report on the successful Les Amis de NDV 
2018-2019 Annual Campaign. In addition to our recurring features, the spotlight is on two 
former students: Adrian Buoncristiani, GS 1954 and Jacklyn Cahill, HS 1953. You will enjoy 
hearing about their memories of NDV and how their education shaped their lives.
Since the school year began, I’ve been contacted by many alumni eager to plan their class 
reunions.  It is heartening to hear how many classes have made it a tradition to meet every 
year.  Reunions bring people together to rekindle old friendships, share NDV memories, and 
often result in making new connections. My class recently celebrated our 50th HS reunion 
and there were 15 guests who in some cases hadn’t seen each other in 50 years! At first, I 

wondered if we should have had name tags, but after a few minutes, everyone was at ease and acting like no time had 
passed since our last days together as seniors. We had a blast and spent the afternoon engaged in conversation, reminiscing, 
laughing, and collectively thanking our parents for sending us to NDV.
I’ve also heard from our senior alumni who would like to reconnect with their classmates. In my recent conversation with 
Adrian Buoncristiani, he told me he would love to meet up with his classmates again. His dream of attending a reunion 
inspired our Principal, Sarah Currier, and me to make plans to host an NDV reunion for grammar school and high school 
alumni who graduated in the 1950’s. We are planning this reunion for Sunday, March 22nd starting with a 9:00 a.m. alumni 
mass at NDV church and brunch at 11:00 a.m. in the NDV school auditorium. If you’re in this select group of alumni, please 
mark your calendars!  More details will follow. We can’t wait to see you!
Have a warm and wonderful holiday season!
Bernadette Lorda 

Letter from the Alumni Director

NDV Book Fair 
Partnering this year with Books, Inc. to showcase great 
books for kids and adults. Highlights of the fair included: 
book talks, a reading nook, teacher wishlists, and a 
storybook character free dress day!
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Alumni: Please let us know if you would prefer to receive the Salut! via email 
(send an email to Alumni@ndvsf.org). Merci!

Welcome to First 
Transitional Kindergarten 

Class of NDV!

Thank you to everyone for your generous contributions to the Les Amis de NDV Annual 
Campaign. The Alumni and Alumni Parents contributions combined were up 215% from the 
previous year. Your continued interest in supporting NDV is vital to the students and the teachers. 
Many important school projects were completed over the summer and will benefit everyone. The 
improvements around the school include the following:

• Schoolyard waterproofing and resurfacing (still in progress)

• Seismically retrofitting the hollow clay tile at the main entrance of the school (649 Pine Street)

• Critical maintenance of electric systems

• Purchasing of classroom materials, furniture  and painting for several classroom moves to accommodate the new TK class 
which is now located in the former Kindergarten classroom

• Transformation of a storage room into a second music studio

NDV’s goal this year is to 
use the funds to continue 
the work of air conditioning 
the classrooms, upgrading 
safety and technology, 
continuing seismic 
retrofitting initiatives, and 
general maintenance of 
the school.

Les Amis 2018-2019 Campaign Update

Les Amis 2018-2019 
Campaign Results
By Phase                  Received

Parent $ 67,147
Staff 2,590
Alumni 70,887
Alumni Parent 6,449
Grandparent 16,760
Church 30,267
Grand Total $195,210


