
 

APRIL CELEBRATIONS 

As we are entering the Easter Season, please join 
in one or more of our School or Sunday  
celebrations of the Mass. 

--April 8th, Mass at 9:00 a.m.  The 6th graders 
will attend the Mass before they leave for 
Yosemite. 
--April 15th, Family Mass at 9:00 a.m. with a 
reception following in the Church Hall. 
--April 22nd, the 2nd grade students will be the 
readers and gift bearers and will receive their 
First Communion at the 12:15 p.m. Mass. 
--April 27th, the kindergarten students will be 
readers and gift bearers at the Mass for St. Peter 
Chanel at 8:30 a.m. in the Church.  Please wear 
full uniform. 
 

LENTEN RICE BOWL  

We hope that during Lent you were able to use 
the Lenten calendar in your Rice Bowl to learn 
more about the people in Iraq, Nicaragua, 
Burkina Faso, Haiti, and Malawi through their 
stories.  The donations from the Rice Bowl will 
help these people and people in our own 
community.  25% of our Rice Bowl gifts support 
projects in our community.  Please return your 
Rice Bowls to the school so that we may send  
the money to Catholic Relief Services.   

 

   EASTER 

        Most of us think of Easter as  
one day—a day when we eat lots of candy, visit 
relatives, and maybe even have an Easter egg 
hunt.  The Church wants us to celebrate Easter 
for 50 days, but not with continuous candy-
eating and egg-hunting!  The Church reminds us 
that the whole Easter season is like one glorious 
Sunday, during which we celebrate that Jesus’ 
Resurrection has made it possible for us to share 
his life forever.  The Resurrection teaches us that 
our death, like Jesus’ Death, will not be the end.  
Instead, it will be the step into a new life that  
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will go on forever.  That’s the Easter message, 
and it’s such Good News for all of us that it  
deserves a lifetime of celebration. 

The first eight days of Easter are called the 
Easter Octave.  It begins with Easter Sunday and 
concludes with the end of the Second Sunday of 
Easter.  These eight days are all considered 
solemnities—the highest of feast days.  For that 
reason, no saints’ days are observed during this 
time.   All of our attention is on the Risen Jesus. 
(http://gospelweeklies.com) 

You might want to pick up The Little White 
Book at NDV Church to spend six minutes a  
day in prayer during the 50 days of Easter. 

CROWNING CELEBRATION 

Easter is the crowning celebration of every year 
because Jesus Christ has risen!  He overcame 
death and offers the promise of everlasting life 
to all who follow him.  Jesus tells us that as 
wonderful as this world is we can’t even 
imagine the wonders that await us in heaven.  So 
we celebrate for 50 days the power of the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth, and who has 
conquered death! (from Living Faith Kids, Daily  
Catholic Devotions) 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

On the Second Sunday of Easter of the Jubilee 
Year 2000, at the Mass for the Canonization of 
St. Faustina Kowalska, Pope John Paul II 
proclaimed to the world that “from now on 
throughout the Church” this Sunday will be  
called “Divine Mercy Sunday.” 

Many people asked why Pope John Paul II was 
doing this.  The following quote from him at St. 
Faustina’s tomb in 1997 gives some indication:  
“There is nothing that man needs more than 
Divine Mercy—that love which is benevolent, 
which is compassionate, which raises man above 
his weakness to the infinite heights of the 
holiness of God.”  
(http://www.divinemercysunday.com/pdf/UnderstandDM.pdf) 
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The second Sunday of Easter is Divine Mercy 
Sunday.  On this day, we read the story of 
“doubting Thomas” who refused to believe that 
Jesus had been raised from the dead until he had 
seen and touched Jesus’ crucified and risen 
body.  You can find this story in John 20:19-31. 
This story sheds light on Jesus’ mercy and his 
high expectations.  On the one hand, Jesus 
comes to Thomas with every intention of 
satisfying his doubts and encouraging him to 
believe.  But he also says to Thomas, “Have you 
come to believe because you have seen me?  
Blessed are those who have not seen and have 
believed.”  Jesus understands why Thomas does 
not believe, but he values those who do believe  
without having seen him. 

Few people had the advantage that Thomas had 
to physically see and touch Jesus.  We must 
believe without seeing.  We believe because of 
our faith.  Ask yourself:  Would I have wanted 
proof like Thomas?  Where do I still require 
proof before I believe? (from Cathechist,  
April/May 2018) 

EARTH DAY 

April 22nd is Earth Day.  In 
1970Sen. Gaylord Nelson of  
Wisconsin founded Earth Day. 

             This year’s focus for Earth Day 
is on ending plastic pollution.  
https://www.earthday.org/yourjourney2018/ has 
information about plastic pollution, a calculator 
to check your plastic usage, ways to share what 
you are doing to help end plastic pollution, and  
suggestions for organizing an event. 

The focus for Earth Day in San Francisco is 
“Stand for the Redwoods/Stand for the Future.”  
The celebration will be at Civic Center on 
Saturday, April 21st from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m..  
Check http://www.earthdaysf.org for more  
information.  
http://www.dltk-
kids.com/crafts/earth/index.html has a \ lot of 
Earth Day activities for children including 
coloring pages, crafts, games, puzzles, poems,  
and songs. 
https://tinkerlab.com/fifty-earth-day-activities/ 
has 50 activities for children. 
 
    MARIST WEEK 

 During the week of April 23rd 
 we learn more about the Marists 
             and their charism. 

The Society of Mary was approved by Pope 
Gregory XVI on January 10, 1836.  The 
approval was dependent on the Marists 
accepting the mission to the Western Pacific.  In 
1841, Peter Chanel became the first  
martyr of the Pacific mission. 

Peter was born in 1803 in the diocese of Belley, 
France.  At the age of seven, he was a shepherd 
boy, but the local parish priest, recognizing 
something unusual in the boy, convinced his 
parents to let him study, in a little school the 
priest had started. From there Peter went on to  
the seminary. 

He was ordained a priest and assigned to a 
parish at Crozet. In three years he had 
transformed the parish. In 1831, he joined the 
newly founded Society of Mary, since he had 
long dreamed of being a missionary; but for five 
years he was assigned to teach at the seminary in 
Belley. Finally, in 1836, his dream was realized, 
and he was sent with other Marists to the islands 
of the Pacific. He had to suffer great hardships, 
disappointments, frustration, and almost 
complete failure as well as the opposition of the 
local chieftain. The work seemed hopeless: only 
a few had been baptized, and the chieftain 
continued to be suspicious and hostile. Then, 
when the chief’s son asked for baptism, the chief 
was so angry that he sent warriors to kill the  
missionary. 

Peter’s violent death brought about the 
conversion of the island, and the people of 
Futuna remain Catholic to this day. Peter Chanel  
was beatified in 1889 and canonized in 1954. 

Thought for the Day: Success or failure is often 
not completely in our hands, and sometimes we 
have to face what seems almost certain failure. 
But success is not required of us, only fidelity. 
St. Peter Chanel’s work ended in his own death 
in the face of what seemed total failure. Out of 
that failure, God brought about the success Peter 
was seeking.  (Taken from “The One Year Book 
of Saints” by Rev. Clifford Stevens published by 
Our Sunday Visitor Publishing Division, Our  
Sunday Visitor, Inc., Huntington, IN 46750.) 

 


