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       OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS  

       Please join, as a family, with the NDV
       faith community in one or more of  
                   our 8:45 a.m. weekday School or 9:00  

      a.m. Sunday celebrations of the Mass. 

Oct.4th – Feast of St. Francis of Assisi: Blessing of 
the Animals at 8:10 a.m. in the School yard.  A 
parent may bring the pet to the playground, and  
all live animals will return home after the Blessing. 

Oct. 6th --Second grade students will lead the school 
in a Mass commemorating the Feast of St. Francis of  
Assisi at 8:45 a.m. in the Church 

Oct. 8th -- Family Mass, 9:00 a.m. Sunday,  
followed by a reception in the Church Hall.  

Oct. 15th – Fourth grade students will be readers, gift 
bearers, and provide a reception after the 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday Mass. 

Oct. 29th – Sixth grade students will be readers, gift 
bearers, and provide a reception after the 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday Mass. 
  
           FAMILIES GROWING  

                       IN FAITH 

        Families Growing in Faith is an  
        opportunity to share and grow               
                                 in our faith as families and an 

 NDV community.  Parents of second grade students 
preparing to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation 
and Eucharist and seventh and eighth grade students  
preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation and 
their parents gather in the Church Hall to share a light 
supper at 6:00 p.m. and at 6:30 p.m. participate in a 
program to learn more about our faith. The next 
program is Tuesday, October 17th in the Church Hall.   
Mr. McMillian will be the presenter on the Sacrament 
of Eucharist.  Please bring your Bibles. 

 
 

      ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

  We honor St. Francis on October 
  4th.   One of the central themes of St. 

           October 2017 
 
Francis and Franciscan Spirituality is respect and  
care for creation.  He is the patron saint of the 
environment.  He showed us by his simplicity how to 
be more in harmony with creation.  He preferred very  
simple clothing, shelter, and food. 

To learn more about St. Francis of Assisi, go to 
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Saints/Sa
int.aspx?id=1158 
 

CONSECRATION OF SF ARCHDIOCESE 
TO THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 

On October 7th, Archbishop Cordileone will 
consecrate (dedicate) the Archdiocese to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.  This coincides with the 
centennial celebrations commemorating the 
appearance of Mary to the children at Fatima and the  
Feast Day of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

"My Immaculate Heart will be your refuge, and 
the way that will lead you to God." 
So said Mary to the three shepherd children at Fatima 
a hundred years ago, inviting the Church and the 
world to come to her. As an archdiocese, we accept 
her invitation, and consecrate ourselves to her. The 
consecration of the archdiocese to the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary will be a faith-filled and devotion-
laden way of placing ourselves under her special 
protection. Devotion to Mary is ultimately devotion 
to Christ, whose grace has triumphed in Mary. Mary 
is, by reason of her faith and obedience to the Word 
of God, both a model of the Church, and its 
preeminent member. 
(https://sfarchdiocese.org/home/archdiocese/consecra
tion-of-the-archdiocese) 
 

  OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY 

  October 7th is the Feast of Our Lady   
  of the Rosary.  Tradition says that 
  Mary gave St. Dominic the rosary. 
This would be a good time to share the mysteries of  
the rosary with our families.  It sets forth the life of 
Christ and the unwavering devotion of his mother  
Mary. 



The Rosary is made up of tiny beads that go around a 
circle which is divided into five groups: one group 
for each of the five mysteries.  When praying the 
Rosary, one reflects on one set of the Mysteries – 
Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful, and Glorious.  For each 
group of beads, you announce the mystery (perhaps 
reading the scripture regarding that mystery), pray 10  
Hail Marys, one Our Father and the Glory Be. 

Websites about the Rosary: 
http://www.catholic-kids.com/rosary.htm 
http://www.loyolapress.com/rosary-activity-
center.htm -- how to make a rosary 
http://www.rosary-center.org/howto.htm#loaded –
how to pray the rosary 
http://www.pinterest.com/catholicicing/rosary-ideas-
for-kids/ 
 

LISTENING 

“Possibly the most beautiful gift we can offer to 
someone is to listen to them.  That is to say to them, 
not in words, but with our eyes, our face, our smile 
out body language: you are important to me, I find 
you interesting.  I’m happy that you are here, you 
will enhance my life, since you are what I am not.  It 
is no surprise to find that we can learn about  
ourselves when someone listens to us! 

To listen is, first of all, to be quiet.  Have you noticed 
how many ‘conversations’ are full of expressions like 
‘that reminds me of what happened when I….”  It 
often happens that, what someone else has to say, 
simply becomes an opportunity for me to talk about  
myself. 

In order to listen we must begin by stopping our own 
internal cinema, our mobile monologue, in order to 
make living space for the other person.  It is to allow 
the other to come into our lives just as they might 
come to our home or stay for a while and relax…. 
Listening is really a matter of dropping all that 
occupies our minds so that we can give time to the  
other person…. 

To listen is to offer to the other person something that 
we might never have discovered for ourselves:  
attentiveness, giving time, being a friendly presence.” 
(from Journeying with Colin: a doorway to the 
Marist Project.) 
 
  HALLOWEEN 

When you think of Halloween, what comes to mind? 
For a lot of people, Halloween means candy,  
costumes, scary stuff, witches, ghosts and pumpkins. 

Hallowe’en is a contraction of “All Hallows Eve,” 
and it designates the vigil of All Hallows Day, more 

commonly known as All Saints’ Day.  Hallow as a 
noun is an old English term for saint and as a verb it 
means to make something holy.  All Saints’ Day, 
November 1, and the vigil have been celebrated since 
the early 8th century when they were instituted  
by Pope Gregory III in Rome.  

Check out the following websites for more about 
Halloween and its roots: 
http://www.americancatholic.org/features/default.asp
x?id=23 
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/
overviews/months/10_2.cfm 
http://www.catholicicing.com/?s=Halloween 
 
 
 


