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JANUARY CELEBRATIONS 

New Year 2018 brings several celebrations. 
Please join, as a family, with the NDV faith 
community in one or more of our School or  
Sunday celebrations of the Mass. 

  -- Jan. 14th – Family Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
followed by a reception in the Church Hall. 
  -- Jan. 12th -- The sixth graders will lead the 
school in a Mass for Peace and Justice at 8:45 
a.m.  Please wear your full uniform. 
  -- Jan. 26th – Our second grade students will 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
first time at 1:30 p.m. in the Church.  A  
reception will follow. 
  -- Jan. 28th – Our third graders will kick off 
Catholic Schools Week by being readers and gift 
bearers at 9:00 a.m. Mass, and providing a  
reception after the Mass. 

Additionally, there will be a Prayer Service at 
8:30 a.m. on Jan. 31st in the School auditorium 
celebrating Catholic Schools Week. 
 

CHRISTMAS 

Remember, we are still in the Christmas season.  
The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord is 
celebrated on Sunday the 7th, Christmas will end 
on Monday, January 8th, the Feast of the  
Baptism of the Lord. 

ORDINARY TIME 

As we enter Ordinary Time we 
should remember that Ordinary  

time can be quite extraordinary, because the 
word ordinary here does not mean that the 
season is dull or humdrum.  Think of ordinal 
numbers in math.  They are numbers that count 
items in order.  This is the way the weeks in 
Ordinary Time work – they count the time until 
a new liturgical season begins.  The weeks 
progress in order, taking us through a series of 
Scripture readings that reveal the life and 
teachings of Jesus so that we can imitate him. 
(from Catechist, January 2018) 

 

            CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
                 January 28th-February 3rd   

  The theme for Catholic Schools 
Week 2018 is “Catholic Schools: Learn, Serve, 
Lead, Succeed.  This theme encompasses the 
core products and values that can be found in 
Catholic schools across the country.  Not only 
are we teaching students to become future 
servant leaders, faith-filled disciples and 
enriched citizens in our communities, we, as 
educators, are growing with them.  In Catholic 
schools, we are all learners, servants and leaders. 
These shared qualities are what make Catholic  
schools work.  They are what make Catholic 
schools succeed. 

The official Catholic Schools Week logo brings 
the theme to life. The open book made up of 
multi-colored pages symbolizes how all areas of 
Catholic schools blend together, with faith--
symbolized by the cross--at the forefront. (from 
the NCEA website) 
 
      FAMILIES GROWING 
     IN FAITH 

   Remember, our next Families 
Growing in Faith gathering is Tuesday, January 
16th at 6:00 p.m. for a light supper in the Church 
Hall.  The program starts promptly at 6:30 p.m.  
Please bring your Bibles. 
 

PEACE & JUSTICE 

During the month of January, we are mindful of 
those who have worked and continue to work for 
peace and justice as we celebrate Martin Luther  
King, Jr.’s birthday on January 16th.   

https://www.familyeducation.com/fun/martin-
luther-king-jr/8-mlk-jr-values-instill-your-kids is 
a website that has eight values to instill in your 
children:  equality, faith, nonviolence, education, 
love, leadership, selflessness, and hope.  Each 
value includes a quote, a fact about Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and an idea about what children  
can do to embody that value. 



At NDV we talk about RISE – respect, 
inclusion, safety (emotional and physical), and 
effective communication – as the way we treat 
each other especially as we manage conflict 
which might arise .  Pray with your children the 
prayer we pray at each morning assembly:  “O 
God, in the example of St. Joseph, help us to be 
builders of unity and instruments of  
reconciliation.”   

HAPPY THE PURE IN HEART 

 A simple heart seeks to live in the present 
moment, and to receive each day as God’s  
gift….  

Simplifying our lives allows us to be aware of 
the most deprived, in order to ease the pain  
wherever there is illness, poverty, hunger…. 

From the text of Pope John XXIII: 
JUST FOR TODAY 

--Just for today, I will try to live through one day 
without seeking to resolve all my life’s 
problems. 
--Just for today, I will take the greatest care to 
behave courteously; I will criticize no-one and I 
will not try to correct or improve anyone, except 
myself. 
--Today I will be happy, just for today, in the 
certainty that I was created for happiness, not 
only in the other world, but also in this one. 
--Just for today, I will devote ten minutes to 
reading God’s Word, remembering that, just as 
food is needed for the life of the body, so the 
Word is necessary to the life of the soul. 
---Just for today, I will do at least one thing 
which I don’t want to do; and if my feelings are 
hurt, I won’t let it show. 
--Just for today, I will adapt to circumstances, 
without trying to adapt them to my own desires. 
--Just for today, I will firmly believe, whatever 
seems to happen, that God, in His providence, 
cares for me as if no-one else existed in the 
entire world. 
--Just for today, I will be afraid of nothing.  And 
especially, I will not be afraid of appreciating 
what is beautiful and of believing in goodness.  
(from Journeying with Colin: A doorway to the  
Marist Project) 

 
    NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS? 

The practice of making New Year's resolutions 
goes back over 3000 years. The start of a New 
Year gives us the feeling of a fresh start, a new 
beginning, and new opportunities. It is a time 

when people feel that they can begin anew with 
their lives. Common New Year's resolutions are 
to lose weight, exercise more and eat healthier; 
or to spend more time with family. ....If you are 
looking for some helps in your New Year's 
resolutions, here are a few ideas to get you  
started: 

◗ Pray more 
◗ Read Scripture 
◗ Keep holy the Sabbath 
◗ Spend more time with family 
◗ Read a Psalm a day 
◗ Live more simply 
◗ Find a patron saint 
◗ Go on a spiritual retreat 
◗ Find a good Catholic smartphone app 
[and use it] 
◗ Add a new devotion to your prayer 
routine [Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
Novenas, etc.] 
 

THE LITURGICAL YEAR 

 

 

 

 


